
Prof. Dr. George Hadjidekov, MD, PhD, President of the XXI Balkan Congress of Radiology and the XXI 

Congress of the Bulgarian Association of Radiology: 

AI and Mentorship and Training of Young Physicians are among the main focus areas of the joint 

Balkan and Bulgarian radiology congress 

 

Prof. Hadjidekov, what are the advantages of attending the XXI Balkan Congress of Radiology and the 

XXI Congress of the Bulgarian Association of Radiology? 

The Balkan Congress of Radiology is a regular annual event that takes place in one of the countries in the 

region, while the congresses of the Bulgarian Association of Radiology are held every two years. In 2026, 

the two events coincide, and what is even more interesting is that the numbering of the two events also 

coincides - both are in their 21st edition. The advantage for Bulgarian participants in the congress is the 

opportunity to meet and hear the lectures of a large number of foreign speakers. Traditionally, at the 

Balkan congresses, the largest number of participants comes from the host country. These events have 

always provided an opportunity for contacts between specialists and residents, which have often 

developed into cooperation, but also into good friendships - friendships with a beneficial influence on 

professional development. In the Balkans, we have a lot in common in our profession, as well as in our 

mentality and spirituality, but also in our problems, and this gives an even more interesting dimension to 

the event. 



What are the main topics of the forum? 

The educational part occupies a significant share. The topics cover all sections of Medical Imaging and 

Interventional Radiology. They include approaches to the diagnosis of various diseases, emphasis on the 

guidelines of international scientific and professional organizations, summaries of the experience of large 

university centers in the region, diagnostics of rare diseases, and many others. A special place is devoted 

to common diseases - cardiovascular and oncological - in order to emphasize the contributions of 

technological development in the field. 

What kind of lecturers do you expect - Bulgarian and from foreign centers? 

The simultaneous holding of the congress sessions in four halls allows a broad and rich educational 

program. The team of speakers includes nearly 100 foreign and over 60 Bulgarian lecturers from major 

university centers throughout the Balkans. It is our tradition for the congresses to be preceded by pre-

congress courses organized under the Visiting Professorship Program of the European School of 

Radiology (ESOR), this year dedicated to cardiac medical imaging - an area that is currently developing 

further in our country. This course aims to meet the needs of the professional network as well. It is 

accredited by the Union of European Medical Specialists (UEMS). Guest speakers have also been invited 

from Canada, Japan, Italy, Spain, France, and other countries. 

Many innovations have recently been introduced into Medical Imaging. How are they reflected in the 

congress's themes? 

What excites physicians, specialists, and the public today is the penetration of AI into all spheres of life, 

and into medicine in particular. Due to its very nature, Medical Imaging has always been at the forefront 

of digitalization and the application of information technologies, and now also of artificial intelligence. 

AI-aided software programs are already being integrated into modern radiological and imaging 

equipment. Several lectures at the congress are dedicated to the application of AI in clinical Medical 

Imaging practice. The Chair of the Radiological Society of North America (RSNA) AI Committee in 

radiology, Prof. Errol Colak, is a guest speaker at our forum. The President of the Japanese College of 

Radiology, Prof. Kei Yamada, will also address this topic in his presentation. Other lecturers will present 

the role of AI in Medical Imaging of breast diseases and in other common oncological and other socially 

significant diseases. 

What sessions are planned besides the lecture format? 

Of course, in addition to the educational sessions, we have also scheduled scientific sessions, i.e. for the 

presentation of scientific research and studies by the congress participants. A special session is set aside 

for doctoral students to present the topics of their dissertation theses. I hope that the sessions 

presenting unusual cases from everyday practice will also arouse interest. 

What makes your specialty attractive today? Is there interest on the part of young physicians in pursuing 

Medical Imaging and Interventional Radiology? What do you foresee in the congress program for them? 

In recent years, Medical Imaging has been one of the specialties that has enjoyed great interest among 

newly graduated physicians. Many factors can explain this interest, the leading one being the 



combination of diagnostics and high technologies. At the congress, we give priority to presentations by 

Medical Imaging residents and - I want to emphasize this strongly - by participating medical students 

with an interest in the specialty. I am extremely satisfied with the large number of students who have 

already registered for the congress and sent their abstracts, mostly practical case studies for oral or 

poster presentation. This makes me think that the specialty has a future. The session on mentoring in 

Medical Imaging is aimed at the youngest generation and will feature lectures by the doyens of Balkan 

radiology - Professors Gourtsoyiannis and Karantanas. The best oral and poster presentations by Medical 

Imaging residents will be awarded certificates. 

What is the level of Bulgarian Medical Imaging, and how does it stand on the European map? 

Our healthcare facilities are already saturated with modern imaging equipment. In a number of leading 

Bulgarian universities and highly specialized centers, the level of radiological practice, scientific activity, 

and training is fully comparable to that in established European and global centers. The generally accepted 

guidelines for individual imaging methods in the diagnosis of various diseases are being implemented 

more and more widely. The shortage of medical personnel outside university centers, as well as of imaging 

technicians prepared for high technologies, remains a problem. Bulgarian radiologists successfully apply 

modern imaging technologies, actively participate in international scientific projects and professional 

organizations, and contribute to the development of the specialty at the international level. We believe 

that the congress will be an excellent opportunity to showcase these achievements, to encourage and 

promote professional exchange, and to consolidate the place of Bulgarian radiology as an equal partner in 

the European radiological community and across the Balkans. 

 

Prof. Dr. George Hadjidekov, MD, PhD graduated from the Medical University - Sofia in 2000. Since 

January 2002, he has been working in the Department of Medical Imaging at University Hospital 

"Lozenets" , where he performs the full range of Medical Imaging - MRI, CT, X-ray diagnostics, 

mammography, ultrasound, and DEXA scanning. 

In 2005-2006, he completed a specialization in Medical Imaaging at the Centre Hospitalier Universitaire, 

Hôpital Jean Minjoz, Besançon, France. 

He carries out scientific and teaching activities at the Faculty of Medicine of Sofia University "St. Kliment 

Ohridski", Department of Physics, Biophysics and Radiology. In 2023, he acquired the academic position 

of Full Professor in Radiology. His main professional interests are in the areas of fetal and pediatric 

imaging diagnostics, urogenital imaging diagnostics, MRI, and artificial intelligence. 

He is a member of the European Society of Radiology (ESR), European Society of Urogenital Radiology 

(ESUR), European Society of Pediatric Radiology (ESPR), European Society of GastroAbdominal Radiology 

(ESGAR), American Roentgen Ray Society (ARRS), Bulgarian Association of Radiology (BAR), and 

Bulgarian Medical Union (BLS). 

Prof. Dr. George Hadjidekov, MD, PhD has over 250 scientific publications. 

 


